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By William 
O’Donnell

From
the Seminary

How Catholic schools helped me find my calling to the seminary

 Greetings, my name is 
William O’Donnell and 
I am a seminarian of the 
Diocese of Gary. I am 
currently in the second 
half of my first year at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminary in Winona, 
Minn. 
 When I had heard that 
the Northwest Indiana 
Catholic wanted seminar-

ians to write an article 
about their personal expe-
riences on how Catholic 
schools shaped our 
faith life, I jumped at 
the opportunity. I have 
attended Catholic schools 
all my life, from St. Mary 
Catholic Community 
School in Crown Point to 
Andrean High School in 
Merrillville, and even now 

 (Editor’s note: The Northwest Indiana Catholic 
is pleased to introduce a new column, “From the 
Seminary,” featuring a Diocese of Gary seminarian 
writing on a different topic each month. The goal is for 
readers to get to know the diocese’s 13 seminarians bet-
ter, help these young men share their faith and knowl-
edge, and remind the diocesan faithful to pray for and 
encourage vocations and the current seminarians as 
they continue their journey.)

at St. Mary’s University 
of Minnesota. The values 
I have received from these 
schools make me proud 
to be Catholic, and helped 
me discern what vocation 
God wills for me.
 One of the most impor-
tant aspects that came with 
attending Catholic schools 
was the constant progres-
sion of the teaching of the 
faith. When I look back on 
my middle school years at 
St. Mary in Crown Point, I 
give thanks for the strong 
foundations that were 
provided for me to under-
stand what it means to be 
Catholic. 
 Ever since the beginning 
of my education, I was 
welcomed into a com-
munity that cared for my 
life entirely. They gave 
me the tools I needed so 
that I could grow in faith, 
hope, and charity, which 
continually show their 
graces today. One of the 
things that I still miss 
from St. Mary were the 

weekly school Masses that 
the whole school would 
participate in. This was 
an amazing opportunity 
because it gave us the 
time we needed to recog-
nize what really happens 
during the sacrifice of 
the Mass. It was also at 
those Masses where I first 
caught a glimpse of what 
the priest’s role was as the 
mediator between God and 
the church community. 
 Not only did I grow in 
my relationship with God 
within my faith, but I also 
grew along with my fel-
low students, with whom 
I still have strong relation-
ships today. This was all 
possible through the work 
of the teachers and faculty 
who did their absolute best 
to guide my success in 
each class so that I could 
progress towards my high 
school career. 
 Going from middle 

school into high school 
can be a huge transi-
tion for some young 
people because you start 
to implement your own 
sense of responsibility 
and time management. 
Unfortunately, for others it 
can also bring a great loss 
of faith since other things 
pile up and draw your 
attention elsewhere. For 
me, however, this was not 
the case when I attended 
Andrean. 
 What I loved most about 
Andrean was that we 
were welcomed from the 
start into a family brought 
together by Christ. By 
reflecting on Andrean’s 
motto Magister Meus 
Christus, “Christ is My 
Teacher,” I was able to 
recognize the role that 
my teachers played in my 
decision toward college. 
The education I received 
there advanced my 

knowledge of the Sacred 
Tradition even further, 
which made each class 
even more desirable. 
 And eventually, with 
the presence of com-
munity service, annual 
retreats and the openness 
to discernment, I was able 
to hear the call from our 
Lord toward the vocation 
that I currently pursue 
with all my heart. I thank 
all Catholic schools for 
all the love and dedication 
they put toward their stu-
dents. It is because of you 
that I love being a semi-
narian discerning where 
God wills me to be. 
 May God Bless our 
Catholic schools! 

 William O’Donnell is 
the second oldest of five 
children of Dale and 
Amy O’Donnell of Crown 
Point and a member of 
St. Mary in Crown Point.
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