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Sunday, March 10
Dinner 5:30 PM | Show 7:00 PM 

Tickets $30 | Subscribers $25 | Students $15

 Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner $21 plus tax 

Celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day!

SWITCHBACK
Traditional Irish Music

FRIDAY
6:00-11:00PM 1:00-11:00PM 11:00AM-10:00PM

By
Zachary Glick

From
the Seminary

 Lenten reflection on Mark I: I do will it. Be made clean

 At the beginning of the 
Gospel of Mark, John the 
Baptist is in the desert 
proclaiming the “bap-
tism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.” 
(Mk 1:4) During Lent, as 
always, God is offering us 
forgiveness for our sins so 
that we may approach God 
clean	and	purified	as	on	
the day of our baptism. 
 John says, “I have bap-
tized you with water; he 
will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” (Mk 1:8) 
In our baptism we have 
received the Holy Spirit 
and he has never left us! 
During Lent, the Church 
calls us to renew our bap-
tismal promises and call 
upon the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 The sacrament of bap-
tism is of great importance 

to the Lenten season; dur-
ing the glorious Easter 
Vigil Mass, new members 
will be brought into the 
Church through baptism. 
All Christians are called to 
renew and live up to their 
baptismal promises. 
 After Jesus was baptized 
by John the Baptist in 
the Jordan River “a voice 
came from the heavens, 
‘You are my beloved 
son; with you I am well 
pleased.’” (Mk 1:11) 
Every man is a beloved 
son and every woman is a 
beloved daughter of God 
the Most High. God loves 
each of us uncondition-
ally. Believing in this, not 
even the roughest storms 
in life can overcome us. 
 Following his baptism, 
Jesus was driven into the 
desert, “and he remained 

 (Editor’s note: This is the second in a series of month-
ly columns featuring a Diocese of Gary seminarian 
writing on a timely topic. The goal is for readers to get 
to know the diocese’s 13 seminarians better, help these 
young men share their faith and knowledge, and remind 
the diocesan faithful to pray for and encourage voca-
tions and the current seminarians as they continue their 
journey.)

in the desert for 40 days, 
tempted by Satan. He 
was among wild beasts, 
and the angels minis-
tered to him.” (Mk 1:13) 
Jesus began his ministry 
in Galilee preaching, 
“Repent, and believe in 
the Gospel.” (Mk 1:15) 
During Lent we are called 
to repent, to change, to 
allow Christ to transform 
us by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. 
	 Next,	Jesus	calls	his	first	
disciples, Simon and his 
brother Andrew, and says, 
“Come after me, and I will 
make	you	fishers	of	men.”	
(Mk 1:17) Mark tells us, 
“Then they abandoned 
their nets and followed 
him.” (Mk 1:18) Similarly, 
Jesus calls James and his 
brother John, and “they 
left their father Zebedee 

in the boat along with the 
hired men and followed 
him.” (Mk 1:20) 
 How great the faith of 
these disciples is! Without 
knowing much about him, 
they abandon their entire 
livelihood, the world as 
they know it, and follow 

Jesus with ardor. May 
we, too, “set a hand to the 
plow and never look to 
what was left behind.” (Lk 
9:62)
 Jesus then performs 
several miracles, casting 
out demons and healing 
all kinds of illnesses. Yet, 
even in all this busyness, 
Mark tells us that “rising 
very early before dawn, 
[Jesus] left and went off to 
a deserted place, where he 
prayed.” (Mk 1:35) This 
is another central theme to 
Lent – the call to prayer. 
	 At	the	end	of	the	first	
chapter of Mark, a leper 
kneels down before Jesus 
and says, “If you wish, 
you can make me clean.” 
(Mk 1:40) Is this not the 
same cry that each of us 
whispers to God from the 
depths of our heart? “God, 
purify me. Make me a 
living temple of the Holy 

Spirit.” Jesus replies, “I 
do will it. Be made clean.” 
(Mk 1:41) 
 During this Lenten sea-
son, Jesus desires from the 
depths of his most Sacred 
Heart to give you new 
life, to make you clean. 
May we, beloved sons 
and daughters of God the 
Most High, “Repent, and 
believe in the Gospel” and 
be washed by the waters 
of baptism at the Lord‘s 
Resurrection.
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