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Rather than a sacrifice, celibacy offers different way to find love
From
the Seminary
By David E.
Martinez
(This is the seventh in a series of monthly columns
featuring a Diocese of Gary seminarian. The goal is for
readers to get to know the diocesan seminarians better,
help these young men share their faith and knowledge,
and remind the diocesan faithful to pray for and encourage vocations and the current seminarians as they continue their journey.)
In high school, when I
was discerning whether
or not to enter seminary,
I remember thinking,
“Boy, if I entered seminary I sure would have
to give up a lot.” In fact,
this manner of thinking
had a big influence in my
discernment. I recall this
being a deterrent, but also
a big motive, for me to
choose seminary life.
That might sound con-

fusing, but the idea that I
had of seminary when I
was discerning was not the
most accurate. I thought
that entering the seminary
would entail having to live
a life deprived of all pleasure. Not only this, but I
knew that I would have
to detach myself from my
family and community,
both of whom I was very
close to. And of course,
I would have to give up

having a girlfriend. In my
mind, this was a huge sacrifice.
At first, these thoughts
scared me to death. I
didn’t want to be miserable. I wanted to live a
happy and fulfilling life!
However, after meditating
on these sacrifices that I
thought I’d have to make
to follow the calling in
my heart, I began to feel
a slight attraction toward
them.
The idea of giving
up everything to follow
God was something that
seemed almost romantic to
me, and I wanted to show
God that I was willing
to do it. This became the
reason I decided to enter
seminary. I was prepared
to live a life full of sacrifice and forego material
pleasures for the glory of
God.
However, the life that I
was expecting to find was
not the life I encountered.
Having lived the celibate

Pray for vocations to the religious life.

life for three years now,
I’ve learned that the big
sacrifices I thought I’d
have to endure weren’t as
big as I made them out to
be. Were some of them
difficult? Sure. But I never
imagined the joys that
celibacy had to offer.
Unfortunately, our society tends to equate love
with sexual intimacy. And
although sexual intimacy
can be an expression of
love, love is not limited to
this one aspect. In fact, it’s
so much more.
Throughout seminary
and my different summer
assignments ministering
to people in the diocese,
I’ve experienced a love
and intimacy with others
that seem incomparable
with the small sacrifices
I’ve made. I don’t think I
would have ever experienced this love - or at least
not on the same level - if
I had never entered the
seminary.
To me, the priest is the

most privileged person in
the world, for not only is
he able to call God down
in the Eucharist and nourish God’s people both
physically and spiritually,
he is also able to partake in the most special
moments of people’s lives.
A priest is the one to
bring someone into the
eternal life through baptism, the one to witness
the marriage of a loving
couple, the one to bring
healing in confession, the
one to prepare a loved one
for death and share in the
family’s grief once they
pass.
A priest experiences all
this and more by virtue of
his celibacy, and this celibacy becomes the means
through which he loves. In
the great words of St. John
Paul II, “Jesus does not
say ‘no’ to the authentic
demands of the heart, but
only a clear, loud ‘yes’ to
life, to love, to freedom,
to peace and to hope. With

Him no goal is impossible,
and even a small act of
generosity grows and can
lead to change.”
David E. Martinez,
whose family moved
from California to
Portage when he was
10, recently finished his
junior year at Bishop
Simon Brute College/
Marian University in
Indianapolis. The son
of David and Maria
Martinez, who serve in
the Hispanic Ministry at
St. Paul in Valparaiso,
he is the only boy among
six siblings. He attended
Portage public schools,
graduating from Portage
High School, and spent
the summer of 2017 as
a Totus Tuus instructor
and last summer speaking about vocations at
10 local parishes. This
summer, he is interning
at Queen of All Saints
and St. Mary, both in
Michigan City.

GOLDEN FRONTIER TRIPS
Sponsored by Catholic Shrine Pilgrimage

FEATURED TRIPS
POLAND WITH FR. JIM BENZ AND FR. DENNIS PORT Ten-day tour of the shrines and sites of Poland, including the
most famous of all Polish shrines, Black Madonna of Czestochowa. Mass is offered at the tomb of St. Stanislaus on the
Wawel in Krakow. Also included: Tatra Mountains in beautiful
Zakopane and Warsaw is included in the trip.

October 8 to 17, 2019

Priced at $4,130

Fr. Jim Benz

Fr. Dennis Port

HOLY LAND - Ten-day tour of the holiest of Shrines including Bethlehem, Cana, Tiberias, Masada,
Nazareth, and Jerusalem. Reservation and deposit due by Sept. 3, 2019.

December 3 to 12

Priced at $4,486

2020 OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY - Ten days to the Passion Play, Germany and Austria.
Enjoy four nights in Oberammergau and four nights in Berchtesgaden. From these two areas we
have day trips to surrounding areas, return at night to the same hotel. Golden Frontier is honored
again, for the fourth time, to bring faithful to witness the 2020 Oberammergau Passion Play.

Only 20 places remain! May 18 to 27, 2020

Priced at $4,726

All trips include R/T air from Chicago/ORD.
Other airports available, prices vary.
Trips are escort led and accompanied by priest chaplain.
qAlaskan Cruise – 9 days, Sept. 9-16 ….........…....... New Itinerary …..............……. from 2,295
qPoland — 10 days in October 2019 ............................................................................. $4,130
qFrance – 11 days in October 2019 ……………......................................….………………… $4,188
qPortugal River Cruise/Fatima – 12 days, Nov. 2 to 13 …..… 2 places remain .…. from $4,768
qGreece – 9 days in November 2019 ………........................................……………………… $3,893
qFlorence, Assisi, Rome - 11 days, Nov. 4 to 14 ……….....................................………….. $4,128
qHoly Lands – 10 days in December 2019 ………………..................................…………… $4,486
qPanama Canal Cruise— Feb. 2 to 14, 2020 ……..........................… plus ORD air from $3,232
qRome and Assisi — 9 days, March 5 to 13, 2020 ........................................................ $3,818
qSorrento — 9 days in March 2020 ............................................................................... $3,778
q2020 Oberammergau Passion Play — May 18 to 27, 2020 .. only 20 vacancies left ... $4,726
q2020 Mediterranean Riviera Cruise, Rome & London — April 30 to May 17 ........ from $CALL

WIN A CAR, WIN CASH!
GET YOUR CAR & CASH
RAFFLE TICKETS!
The car is a 2019 Winterberry Red Buick Encore.
Cash raffle prizes total $3,500, plus nightly $100 drawings.
Ticket Price: $2 each
Tickets available at the rectory M-F, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

q Please send full details about the triP(s) i have marked above
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City ________________ State _______________ Zip _____________________
Phone (optional) ______________________________________________________

Golden Frontier tours
4100 N. Illinois St. l Swansea, Illinois 62226

Toll Free 1-888-284-6725 l www.goldenfrontier.org l Email: request@goldenfrontier.org

